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s for Grade 3

These activities are casy and fun to do with your child at home, and they will
reinforce the skills and concepts your child is learning in school.

Unit 1

‘+ Draw an analog clock face with the hour and minute hands showing
8 olock. Ask your child to write the time shown. Repeat with other
times such as 3:30, 11:45, and 7:10. If you don't want to draw a
clock face each time, use craft sticks or toothpicks for the hour and
‘minute hands.

+ Make combinations of bills and coins using money from your wallet
or a piggy bank. Have your child write the amount shown using
dollar sign and a decimal point. For example, suggest 4 dollar bills,
3 dimes, and 2 pennies. Your child would write $4.32.

Unit 2

‘+ Practice addition and subtraction fact extensions, for example,
6+7= 13,60 + 70 = 130; 600 + 700

‘¢ Use Pact Triangles to practice multiplication by covering the
product. Practice division by covering one of the other numbers.
Make this brief and fun.

Unit 3

‘+ Measure various items with your child with cach of you using
personal measures, such as paces or hand spans. Discuss why, for
example, the width of your living room is only 1 of your paces but
25 of your child's. Talk about why standard units are useful.

+ Draw three different polygons such as a square, a rectangle, and a
triangle. Ask your child to estimate which has the largest and
which one has the smallest perimeter. Then, help your child
‘measure the sides with a ruler and determine the exact perimeter
of each polygon. Compare your child's estimates with the actual
perimeters.

Unit4

+ Ask questions that involve multiples of equal groups. For xample,
say “Pencils are packaged in boxes of 8. There are 3 boxes. How
‘many pencils are there?”

‘+ Ask questions that involve equal sharing. For example, say “Seven
children share 49 bascball cards. How many cards does cach child
get? How many cards are left over?”

Unit 5

'+ Write decimals for your child to read aloud, such as 0.32 (thirty-two
‘hundredths) or 0.9 (nine-tenths).

+ Write down two 4- or 5-digit numbers. Ask your child to tell which
is larger and explain why. Try a few more and then switch roles.
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Unit 6

‘+ Search for geometric figures with your child. Identify figures by
‘name, if possible, and talk about their characteristics. For
example, a stop sign is an octagon, with § sides and 8 angles. A
brick is a rectangular prism, where all faces are rectangles.

+ Have your child use a protractor to draw a design using only acute
‘angles (less than 90°). Other designs can be made using obtuse
‘angles (between 90° and 180°) and right angles (90°).

Unit 7

+ Have your child write three different number sentences using.
‘parentheses that equal 16. Some examples are 1 x (32 — 16),
4+4+6+2+@2x2,and(1652+2)+ @ x 2.

‘+ Provide your child with problems with missing factors for
‘multiplication practice. For example, ask % times what number
equals 187

Unit 8

‘+ Help your child find fractions in the everyday world—in
‘advertisements, on measuring tools, in recipes, and so on.

+ Have your child trace around an object such as a deck of cards, a
box, a plate, a cup, a can, and so on. Divide the figure cqually into
4 parts. Ask your child to color £ of the shape. Try a few more
‘using different figures and dividing them into different fractional
‘parts. Instead of tracing around an object, draw figures such as
squares, rectangles, and circles.

Unito

+ Ask your child how many 10s are in 30, 50, 100, 1,000, and so on.
+ Take out different objects such as buttons, counters, pennies, and
‘paper clips. Divide them into 3 equal groups. How many are in

cach group? How many are left over?

Unit 10

‘+ Review equivalent names for measurements. For example, ask
“How many cups are in a pint?” To test it out, count how many
cups of water a pint container will hold.

‘+ Name items around the house that weigh less than 5 pounds,

10 pounds, and 20 pounds. If you have a scale, place the items on
the scale to check your guesses.

Unit 11

‘+ Use the weather as a springboard to discuss probability. Begin by
‘noting the chance (percentage) for rain, and then ask your child if
it seems likely or unlikely that it will rain.

‘+ Make a number line from —6 through 6, leaving off some of the
‘numbers. Ask your child to fll in the missing numbers. Try
‘another number lin with a different range of numbers and blank
spaces. Then switch roles, and have your child ereate a number
line, leaving off some labels for you to fill in.
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‘ Do-Anytime Activities for Grade 4

These activities are easy and fun to do with your child at home, and they will
reinforce the skills and concopts your child is learning in school.

Unit 1

‘& Holp your child identify real-world examples of right angles (the
‘corner of a book) and parallel lines (railroad tracks).

‘+ Have your child compile a shapes scrapbook or create a collage of
Iaboled shapos. Images can be taken from nowspapers, magazines,
‘and photographs.

‘o Help your child look up the population and land area of the state
‘and city in which you live, and compare thoso facts with those of
other states and citis.

'+ Make up numbor sentences with corroct and incorroct answers. Ask
your child to put next to the sentence a “T” if the answer is correet
‘and an “F" if e answer is incorrect. For example, try
526=35(F:6+2+4=16(Tx45(2+5 =13 (F).

‘+ Continue practicing multiplication and division facts by using
Fact Triangles and fact familics or by playing games from the
‘Student Reference Book.

‘+ Gather money from piggy banks or wallots. Ask your child to show
ou two different amounts, such as $1.33 and $4.20. Practice adding.
or subtracting the amounts. Your child ean uso a calculator to check
the answers.

‘+ Have your child writo numbers through the millions and billions
‘and practico roading them. Then seleet two and ask your child to
toll which one is the greater number.

‘¢ Practico extended facts with your child. Start with 3 » 30, 3 300,
‘and then try 3 + 3,000. Have your child make up extonded facts for
you to caleulate.

Unite

¢ Hide an object in a room of your house, and give your child
directions for finding it. Your child can move only according to your
directions, and the directions can be given only in fractions or
dogrecs. For example, say “Mako a 1-turn and walk 3} steps. Now,
furn 150" and walk 4 sieps. Switch oles and have your child hide
‘an object and give you directions to find it.

» Make a game of identifying and classifying angles: acute (less than
90°), abtuse (betrween 90° and 150°), right (90°), straight (150°), and
reflex (between 180° and 360°) in everyday things (buildings,
‘bridges, ramps, furniture).
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‘+ Encourage your child to recognize how probabil
everyday situations, such as weather reports. Have your child make
‘st of things that could never happen, things that might happen.
and things that are sure to happen.

'+ Have your child measure the perimeters of rooms in your house or of
‘housahold objects. Then have him or her find the areas of the objects.
‘+ Help your child draw a scale map of your city, town, neighborhood,
or have your child do a scale drawing of the floor plan of your home.

Unit9

'+ Have your child look for everyday uses of fractions and percents.
Look in games, grocery stores, cookbooks, measuring cups, and
‘newspapers. When finding fractions, decimals, or porcents, ask your
child to change them from one form to another. For example, if you
‘s00 ] off” ask your child to toll what percent is equal to ] (25%).

» Write whole numbers and decimals for your child to read, such as
650.02 (six hundred fifty and two-hundredths). Ask your child to
identify the digits in the various places in the numbers—hundreds
place, tens place, ones place, tenths place, and so on.

Unit 10|

‘+ Have your child look for repeating borders or frieze patterns (a
design made of shapes that are in a line or lined up) on buildings,
rugs, and floors. Your child may want to sketch the friezes or draw
‘original patterns.

+ Use sidewalk chalk to make a number line with positive and
‘negative numbers. Have your child solve addition and subtraction
problems by walking on the number line. For example: to solve
~2 + 6, your child would start on —2 and walk to the right six
‘numbers to find the sum. Switch rolos. For an inside activity, uso
paper, pencil, and fingers.

Unit 11

‘+ Have your child find the volume of various rectangular prisms
around your house, such as shoe baves and fish tanks.

Unit 12|

'+ During trips in the car, let your child know how far you will
bo traveling and the approximate spoed you'll be driving.
Ask your child to stimate about how long it will take to get to
‘your dostination.

 When grocery shopping, ask your child to help you find the “best
‘buy” by comparing the cost per unit (ounce, gram, each) of different
‘package sizos. For examplo, compare the unit cost of a family-size
box of cereal with the unit cost of a regular-size box.
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‘ Do-Anytime Activities for Grade 5

These activities are easy and fun to do with your child at home, and they will
reinforce the skills and concopts your child is learning in school.

Unit 1

‘¢ Ask your child to name as many factors as possiblo for a given
‘number such as 24 (1, 24, 6, 4, 12, 2, , 3). To make sure the factors
aro correct, your child can multiply them with a calculator.

‘+ Practico extending multiplication facts. Write cach sot of probloms.
S0 that your child may recognize a pattern. Set A: 6 » 10, 6+ 100,
6+ 1,000; Sot B: 5.+ 10,5 » 100, » 1,000.

'+ When your child adds or subtracts multi-digit numbers, talk about
the strategy that works best for him or her. Try not to impose the.
strategy that works best for you' Here are some problems to try:
467 + 343 T61 + 79, 594 — 444: 849 — 50.

‘¢ To loarn mare about population data and its uses, visit the Wb,
site for the U.S. Bureau of the Census at www.census gov. Have
your child write three interesting pieces of information that he or
She learned.

‘¢ Draw various anglos: acute (loss than 90°), btuso (between 90° and
180°), and right (90°). Ask your child to estimate each anglo
‘measurement and then use a protractor to find the actual
‘measurement. Compare the results. Switch rolos, lotting your child
draw angles for you to estimate and measure.

Unit4

‘+ Find a map of your state and ask your child to use the sealo to find
the distance from a particular city to another city.

Tnits

‘+ Identify percents used in stores, newspapers, and magazines. Help
‘your child find the sale prico of an item that is discounted by a
‘ercent. For example, a $40 shirt discounted by 25% will cost $30.

+ Practice writing numbers as a fraction and then as a decimal.

Try one-fourth (3, 0.25), three-tenths (5, 0.3 and so on.

‘+ Have your child practice adding fractional parts of an hour with a
digital clock. Ask quostions, such as “What time wil it bo an hour
‘and a half from now? What was the time  quarter of an hour ago?”

‘+ Practico adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominator.
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several different operations, and parentheses. Have your child solve
the number sentence. Then change the problem by placing the
parentheses around different numbers. Ask your child to solve the
new problem and explain how it changed according to the order of
operations, for example, (6 « 5) — 3 = 27 and 6.+ (5 — 3) = 12.

‘» Think of two numbers with exponents, such as 2* and 3. Ask your
child to determine which number is greater. If you like, check your
child's answer on a calculator. Switch rolos.

Unit 8

+ Use a deck of cards to practice comparing fractions. Use only the
‘number cards 2 through 9. Each player is dealt two cards and
croates a fraction using one card as the numerator and one card as
the denominator. The player with the greater fraction takes all
four cards.

‘¢ When at a store, reinforce percents by pointing out discounts and
‘asking your child to figuro out tho sale price. If, for cxample, a sign
‘shows “40% off,” select an item, round the price to the nearest.
dollar, and help your child calculate the savings.

‘+ Have your child draw a picturo using rectangles, parallolograms,
and triangles. Once completed, work together to find the area of
each shape, and write it inside each shape. Ask your child, “What
do you notice about the size of the area and the size of the shape?”

Unit 10]

'+ Draw several circles and ask your child to find the radius, diameter,
‘and circumference of each. Cut them out and make a design.

‘+ Practice evaluating simple algebraic exprossions by asking your
child, “Ify is qual to 4 whatis ...y +3,3 +, » 22" and soon.

Unit 11

‘+ Find three real-world 3-dimensional shapes and guess which will
‘have the groatest and the least volumes. Then find the volume of
‘each one and check to see if your guess was correct.

Unit 12|

‘+ Reinforce ratios with a deck of cards. Ask your child, “What is the
ratio of 3s to the wholo dock?” (4 to 52 or 1 to 13); “Jacks to Aces
‘and Queens?” (4 to 8 or 1 to 2); “Hearts to the whole deck?” (14 to 52
or 710 26).

+ In a parking lot, select a row or section and count the number of
cars parked in that section. Ask how many of thoso cars in that
‘section are red. Have your child determine the ratio of red cars to
the number of cars parked in that section.

HASDNROD 1M @ 10D




