Connect to the Autobiography

Think about a book you read that changed the way you see the
world. What was the book? When did you read it?

Partner Takk With a partner, tallk about a book that opened & new
world for you. How did the-book change the way you see life?

Buifd Background

This excerpt from Tha Autobiography of Malcolm X describes a
turning point in Malcolm X's life.

o Malcalm X was horn Malcolm Little in Omaha, Nebraska.
¢ Malcolm's fathar, the Reverand Earl Little, died when Matcolm

was six years old. Malcolm went to live with his older half-sister

in Boston. There, he became involved in petty crimes. He was
jailed for robhery from 1946 to 1952,

e Yhile in prison, he converted to the Muslim religion and

became a member of the Nation of islam, changing his nams to

Malcolm X.

circulation {sur” kys Ia”shon) n. the sharing of printed
matetials, such as books and newspapers, amang readsrs
Ip. 845). Nobody could chack out the library ook uritil it was
put into circlilation.

emphasis {em” faisis) . special weight or importance {p. 846).
Most librarians place an emphasis on the importance

of reading.

rehahiiitation (ré” ha bil” s t& " shen} n, the act of restoring
to good health or useful activity (p. 646). Because she had
been very ifl, Tanya’s rehabilitation tock many months.

maximmm {mak’ss mam) n. greatest possible amount or
number {p. 646}. Our team did so well that we won
the maximum number of prizes allowed under the rules of

the cantest.

640 UNIT5 How CanYou Becoms Who You Wantto Be?

Meet the Authars

[PTUERINONINEY . 1o

wre Online

Author Search For more about
Maleolm X and Alex Halsy, goto
giencoe.cam and enter QuickPass
code GL29763u5.

e







Set Purposes for Reading

EQ . BIG Question For pages 640-647
As you read, ask yourself, why did Malcofm X werk so hard to improve . | n stutlying this text, you wili
his ability to read and write? How did his positive actions help him fogus on the following
hecome who he wanted to be? | obiectives:
4 Literary Study: Analyzing
Auther's Purpose auther's purpose,

Reading: Questioning,

The authot’s purpese is the author’s reason for writing. An author
might write to entertain, to inform or explain, to persuade, or for a
combination of these purposes. For examplg, an author might write an
autohiography to share the story of his or her life. However, the
author's purpose might also be to entertain readers with funny
anecdotes or to persuade them to make changes in thelr own fives.

If you understand the author’s intentions, you can better understand
the text and form your own opinions about what you are reading. As
you read, ask yourself, what ideas does the author express? What
details does the author include? This will help you decide whether the
author is trying to entertain, inform, explain, or persuade.

Question
J When.you que:stmn, you ask yourself ai?out what you are reading. You Question Suppose that you are
-+ may ask questions about what you don't understand, or you may ask meeting 8 friend at a school
questions about whether certain information is important. " play. You arrive late and the play

has started. What questions do
yau &slc your friend to help you
understand what is going on?

Asking questions will help you menitor your comprehension. When you
ask questions, you can focus on specific ideas and reread for the
information that you need to understand the text. 9

To generate questions, stop after every paragraph or two as you read.
Ask yourself questions to make sure that you understand what you've
read. Then reread ta find the information that you need to answer the
questions. Use a graphic organizer [ike the ane below to kesp track of
your questions. '

e

Passage from Text Cleestions

ot acquire some Kind of | » What do the avthers mean
a homemeode edveation” by “homemade” T

= Wheis going To teach him?
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Malcolm X with Alex Haley

t was becatise of iy letteis

that Thappened to stumble
up@n starting to acquife some
kind of a hiomemade education:
I became mcreasmgly
frustrated at not being able to
express what T wanted fo
corivey irtletters that I wrote,
espedially those to Mr. Elijah
Muhammad." Inn the street, I
had been the most articulate
hiistler? out there—I had.
comimatided attention when [
said som: ﬂmg But now, ttying
to write simple English, Inot
only wasn‘tarticulate, I wasn't
even functional. How would I
sound writing in slang, the way
Lwould say if, something siich
as, “Look, c?iaddy, Jet me pu]l
yemr coat ab@u’c a cat 8 Eh]aih Muhammad-——

ink’ I Wen’c tc: schéol faz: beyond the e1gh’rh crlade
This impression is due entirely oL -

2 By callmg hlmsel‘f an ﬂrfmuiate husrlei; i\fialceim X is'gaying that hi had bieen a
small-time criminal wiho.could speak clearly and expressively.

.3 To "pull your coat abonta sat”is slang for “let.me stop and-tell you about & man.”
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Tt had really begun back in the Charlestown Prison,
when Bimbi* first made me feel envy of his stock of
knowledge. Bimbi had always taken charge of any
conversations he was in, and I had tried to emulate® him.
But every book I picked up had few sentences which .
djdn’t contain anywhere from one to nearly all of the
words that might as well have been in Chinese. When I
justskipped those words, of course, I really ended up with
little idea of what the book said. So T had come to the
Norfolk Prison Colony still going through only book-
reading motions. Pretty soon, I'would have quit even these Ruthor's Purpose Why do
motions, unless I had received the motivation that I did. the authars write about

I saw that the best thing I could do was get hold of a Bciss OIVEEeN -
dictionary—to study, to learn some words. I was lucky
enough to reason also that I should try to improve my

" B penmanship. It was sad. I couldn’t even write in a straight
line. Tt was both ideas together that moved me to request a
dictionary along with some tablets-and pencils from the
Norfolk Prison Colony school.

I spent two days just riffling uncertainly through the
dictionary’s pages. I'd never realized so many words
existed! I didn’t know which words I needed to learn.
Finally, just to start some kind of action, I began copying.

In my slow, painstaking, ragged handwriting, I copied
into my tablet everything printed on that first page, down
to the punctuation marks. %

I believe it took me a day. Then, aloud, I read back, to
myself, everything I'd written on the tablet. Over and
over, aloud, to myself, I read my own handwriting.

pursus learning?

An aardvarl is a burrow-

I woke up the next morning, thinking about those | dweliing mammal that has™
words—immensely proud to realize that not only had I * along, sticky tongue and
written so much at one time, but I'd written words that I powerful claws and feeds
never knew were in the world. Moreover, with a little gzhgvltsmazg:;r;nr:e:r;ét ®
effort, I also could remember what many of these words east-cantral Africa.

meant. I reviewed the words whose meanings I didn’t
remember. Funny thing, from the dictionary’s first page

§ . right now, that aardvark springs to my mind. The
%
- 5 4 Bimbiis an inmate.
5 When you emulate someone, you try to become as gaod as or beﬁerthan
that person.
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dietiohaiy had a picture of it, a Iong-tailed, long-eared;
burrowing African mammal, which liveg off termyites caughf
by sticking ot its tofigue as an anteater does foi ants..

I Was 50 fascmated that T went on—I copmd the

Iy page. And the-same expetience came
When 1 studled that. With every sticceeding page, I also
learned of people and places and events fromi history.
Actinally the dictionury is like a miniature encydopedia.
Finally the dictionary’s-A:section had filled a whole tablet—
atid. T wient on into the B's, That was the way Lstarted
‘opying what eventually became the'entire diefionary: Tt
went a lot faster after sontichi practice helped me to pick
up handwriting speed. Between what I wrote:in my tablet,
] fters, during the rest of my timein prison I
would guess ‘wiole a million-words.. /

I suppose it was inevitable that as my word base
broadetied, I cotild for the first time pick up a book atid
tead and now begin to understand what the book was
saymg Anyﬂne who hastead a great deal.can imagine the
w world that opened. Let me telllyou something: from
then- undil Tleft that piison, in every free moment] bad,if I
was not reading in the Tibrary, T was teading on my bunk;
You couldn’t have gottenme otit of books with a wedge,
Bétween M. Mtthammad's teachiings, my corresporidence,
my visitors—usually Ella and Reginald®—and.my reading
of books, moiiths passed without my even thinking about
bemg imprisotied. In fact, up to then, I never had been so
truly free in my life.

The Noifolk Prison Colotiy’s library was in the school
‘building: A variety of classes was taught there by instruetors

who came from such places as Harvard and Boston
universities. The weekly debates between inmate teams were
also held in the school building, You would be astonished to
know how worked up-convict debaters and audiences would
get over subjects like “Should Babies Be Fed Mill?”

Available ot the prison library’s shelves were books on just
about every general subject. Much of the big private collection

& -EIIB;andT-R'eginaid are Matoolm X's sister and brother.

Au:lwr 5 Fm'pasa: Why da

pomtwa ierms? .

& : i::.BIG-:Quesﬁnn-
How has reading changed
Maleolm Xs life?
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that Parkhurst” had willed to the prison was still in crates and
boxes in the back of the library—thousands of old books. Some

' of them looked ancient: covets faded, old-time parchment-
looking binding, Parlhurst, I've mentioned, seemed to have
been principally interested in history and religion. He had
the money and the special interest to have a lot of books that
you wouldn't have in general circulation: Any college
library would have been lucky to get that collection.

RN e

7 Parkhurstwas a wealthy man who was interested in the sducation and training
of prisoners,

circulati -(§ur’kye Ia’shan) n. the sharing of printed materials, such as books and
newspapers, among readers

Mateolm X with his daughter
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As you ¢an imagine, especially in a prison where thete

' was heavy emphasis on rehabilitation, ah ihmate was

siniled upon if he demoristrated an imusually intense

Hl fiiterest in books, There was-a sizable niimiber of well-read
inmates, especially the popular debaters. Some were said
by many to be practically walking encyclopedias. They
were almost celebrities. No tmiversity would ask any
student to devour literature as I did when this new wotld
opened fo me; of being able to read and ynderstand.

T read more iii my room than in the library itself. An
inmate who was known to read a lot could check ouf more
than the permitted maximum number of books. I
preferted reading in the total isolation of my own Toom.

" When Thad progressed to really serious reading, every
night-at about:ten B, I'would be outraged with the
“Tights out.” I always seemed to catch me right inthe
middle of somethirig engrossing.®

Fortuhately, right outside my doot was a cortidor light
that cast a glow into my toom. The glow was enough to”
read by, once my cyes adjusted to it. So when “lights out”
came, I would sit on the floor where I could continue: - ,
reading i that glow. b

Atone-hour intervals the night guards paced past every a
room. Bach time Theard the approaching foot-steps, I

' jumped info bed and feigned? sleep. And as soon as the
guard passed, [ got back out of bed onto the floor area of
that light-glow, where [ would read for another fifty-eight :
minuteg—until the gii'ar&;zappmadied ‘again, That wenton
intil three of four every morning, Three or four houts of \
sleep a night-was eneugh for the. Often in the years in the Buthor's Purpase Why do
streets, 1 had slept less than that. f - | the authors femind readers

; about 'Mal'qﬂg! m X's lifg, on
the strests?

)

g Something engrossing grabs and holds a person’s-attention.
g -A-person whe feigned sleep was awake but tried to [ook a5 if he ar'she vere aslesp:

Wocabulary HEEG—

TR TR YRR PR CLEE RS LR L e AT A ke

amphasis (em?f sis) n special weight or importance

rehabilitation (r&’ha bil* 51 shen) 7. the act of restoring to good health-ar
useful activity

maximum {mak? s mam} 2. greatest possible amount or nimber

646 UNITS How Can YouBecomé Who You Want o Be?




e

Respond and Think Critically

1. Wha‘c motivates Maleolm X te improve his reading and writing
skills? [Recail]

2. What dogs Malcolm X mean when hs says “it was inevitable” that
he began to read and understand books? Explain, [interpret]

3. What can yot infer about brison life from Malcalm X's description
of infates gatting "worked up” over a dehate? [infed]

- Authior's Purpese Why did the authors write about
Malcolm X's life? Give details to support your answer, [Analyze}

uestion Review your graphic organizer. What
questions could you ask about the books that Malcolm X read at the
Norfolk Prison Colony? [Gonnect]

B. BIG Question Think about the work Malcolm X did to master
reading, How important was this action in changing his life?
Explain. [Evaluate]

On a separate sheet of paper, write the vacabulary word
that correctly completes each senterice.

eirculation emphasis
rehabilftation maximum

1. Tired of students arriving late, Mrs. Thomas placed
great __an getting to the library on time.

2. After she injured her knee, Mia required many weeks
of .

3. You can't check out the book, because it was taken
out of

4. Whatis'the

amount of time | should spend

on homework?

Whrite a Letter Imagine that you have a younger friend, relative, or
neighbor who is having trouble reading and has lost interest in
learning to do so. Write a letter to persuzde your friend thatitis
important and worthwhile to learn to read, What can ha or she gain
from reading? Include examples and persuasive tachnigues to make
your argument more convineing.

L

TIP

Inferring

To answer question 3, you
have to use your knowledge
and clues fram what you
read to make a gosd gusss,
Here are some tips to help
you infer.

* Start by finding the details
in the excerpt describing
inmates getting “worked
up” over a debats,

Read the description
carefully, looking for clues
to help you guess, Ask
yourself, what were the
inmates debating? Why did
they gat so “worked up”?

Consider why inmates
would gat excited ahout a
debate. What is missing
from the inmates’ livas?

7 ¥ Keep track of
EERREES your ideas about
the BIG Question in your
unit Fgldable,

Eitsratuse Online

Selection Resources

For Selaction Quizzes,
eFlasheerds, and Reading-
Writing Connection activities,
go to glencos.com and enter
QufekPass cods GL29TESLS,

A
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